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was held to try no less than 18 Pathans, all trans-frontier men, for treachery and desertion on the 2nd December ; the day of the action at Pel war, Oa the 24Ui the whole force was turned out to witness a spectacle, sad always, but full of gravest cause for thought to a nation which must employ mercenaries to fight its battles. One man, Huzrut Shah, convicted of having fired his rifle during the advance, with intent to warn the enemy, was hanged. A native officer, Jemadar Bajana Shah, was sentenced to 14 years' penal servitude, and 18 Pathans to various sentences from 2 years' imprisonment to 14< years' penal servitude. Such an event was calculated to throw a gloom over the force, which had already found itself involved in a series of murderous attacks. The slaughter of stragglers and camp followers had taught every man that he was in an enemy's country. Such a crime as that fur which the men of the 29th suffered, struck at the root of all confidence vithin the force and was all the more effectual that it came as a surprise.
The guerilla attacks grew bolder until our outposts were not safe, and then on the 30th December General Roberts made a stern example. Four hill-men, caught red-handed, were hanged, whilst two others were well lashed and then sent about their business. This severity had a good effect But although General Roberts had with him a political officer, and although he had but a subordinate part assigned him, he called a durbar on the 26th December, at which he announced to the Chiefs the annexation of Kurrum, and called upon them to render obedience henceforth to the representatives of the Empress of India. Whether this was wise or not, we do not stop here to enquire. It will be sufficient to notice that the action of the General has been productive of embarrassment, by furnishing matter for inconvenient questions to troublesome members of the opposition in the House of Commons.
The affair at the Peiwar, the retirement from the Shuturgur-dun, the unavenged attack in the Mangiar Pass, had all demonstrated the weakness of the Field Force employed in the Kurrum Valley, but had failed to cure the General of his anxiety to do something. The new year had scarcely opened ere he was on bis way to Khosfe, a neighbouring valley of considerable strategical importance, since its possession would enable a force holding Kurrum in strength to threaten Qhuzneeu. and at the same time to draw supplies from Bannu as well as Kohat On the 2nd January, he marched with a heavy convoy containing 15 days' provisions, arid the following force ; 1 squadron 10th Hussars, 5th Punjab Cavalry, 3 guns? Royal Horse Artillery, 2 Mountain Batteries, the Left wing 72ud Foot, and the 21st "and 28tU Punjab Native Infantry. Khost is the appanage of Wall Mahommed Khan, half brother of the Amir, and was held for him by Mahommed Akram